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A writer and an illus-
trator connect via Face-
book – months later, a new 
children's book is born. 
That's what happened with 
new author Amber Henry and 
illustrator Heather 
Duinker on the 
road to publish-
ing A Ptarmigan 
in a Birch Tree, a 
Northern parody 
on the 12 Days of 
Christmas. 

"Amber put 
an ad on Face-
book looking for 
an illustrator," 
Duinker said. "I 
went to art school 
and I paint quite 
a bit. I've always 
wanted to do illus-
trations for a book. 
I saw the ad and 
thought, 'This is the perfect 
gateway for me to get into 
illustrating.'"

The official book launch 
took place at the library on 
Saturday. 

The idea for the story came 
to Henry after her children 
kept receiving the 12 Days of 
Christmas as Christmas pre-
sents, she said. As far as she 
knows, there is no Northern-
themed version so she decid-

ed to write one. Instead of a 
partridge, the book features 
a ptarmigan. Gifts include 
snowmobiles instead of 
swans. The book also features 
two friendly bison that appear 
on almost every page, as well 

as the houseboats 
in Yellowknife 
Bay.  

"I don't think it 
is necessarily just 
for kids," Henry 
said. "Anyone who 
has had any experi-
ence in the North 
will appreciate the 
story. I think it is 
a really nice keep-
sake to appreciate 
their stay here." 

Henry credits 
the community for 
helping to get the 
book published.   
"The support that 

the community has already 
brought, even at the early 
stages, is just incredible. It's 
touching. This is a great place 
to be an artist."

Community encourage-
ment of the book has also 
inspired Duinker to illustrate 
more books. 

"Seeing that the book is 
done and seeing it all over 
Yellowknife is really motivat-
ing," she said.

 First-time author creates Arctic version  
of classic Christmas story

Twelve days of Northern Christmas
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Illustrator Heather Duinker, left, and author Amber Henry with her son, Reid Henry, celebrate the launch 
of their first book, A Ptarmigan in a Birch Tree, at the Yellowknife Public library on Saturday. 
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